THE LATE EMPEROR OF CHIN

T A.
glganiYork Times (1857-Current file); Mar 5, 1875; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The New York Times

THE LATE EMPEROR OF CHINA. *

The following is the most interesting ac=
count which has yet been published of the re«
cent illness of the Emperor of China. His
death had not occurred when the letter was
written from which wo are permitted to take
the following extract: '

The Emperor was taken with the first symp=
toms ot small-pox on Dec. 9; and by one of
those curious coincidences which the Chinese:
are always looking for, and to which they at«
tach so much significance, the attack was
thought to be connected with, or referable to,
the transit of Venus on that day. The Em-
peror being a descendant of the sun, nothings
could occur to dim the purity of that orb which:
would not be portentous to its earthly repre-
sentative. Thus the planet, as it crossed the
sun’s disk, was likened in size to & pea, which
in Chinese 18 called fan, and the pustules of
small-pox are likewise called tan, the charac<
ters which stand for the two words also resem-
bling each other. Hence, to the Chinese mind,,
a clear connection between the transit and the
imperial sickuness.

On the twelfth day of the attack, regarded as
the turning point of the disease, a great re-
ligious ceremony was performed, partly as =
propitiation to the goddess of small-pox, partly
as a thank-offering to her for the favorable
symptoms then apparent. It should be observed
that while this fell goddess 13 greatly dreaded
and hated, it is the practice of the Chinese to
affect a peculiar regard for her, and to avoid
the use of any expressions which might poas:-:
bly provoke her anger. Thus, when anybody
is taken with the disease she personifies, friends
do not condole with the patient, which might
provoke a fatal result, but congratulate him.
This superstition, which has its parallels in the
beliefs of more polished nations, and is common
to a certain stage in the cult of every people,
accounts for the expression used with reference
to the Emperor’s sickness, that he had * experi-
enced the felicity of the heavenly flowers.”
When it became apparent that the felicity was
not to have an infehcitous termination, the im-
perial astrologers and physicians having been
consulted, a great outlay was made
for services at the temples and with-
in the palace. The most notable of
these services was performed publicly oute
side of the Imperial City, within the enciente
of the front gate, where there is a Government
temple to the goddess of mercy, and in the
presence, it is said, of 40,000 or 50,000 natives,
including an unusual turnout of women, whor
were dressed in gayest attire. The affair con-
sisted of the burning of a great number of
cffigies, of various lands, in honor of the god-
dess who had graciously prospered the rem-
edies used. There were nine effigies of divin-
ities, representing mnot only the goddess of
small-pox, but those of nursing, of parturition,.
descendants, measles, sore eyes, &c. These
figures, with others representing servauts, &e.,
placed in twenty-seven sedan chawrs, and ac-
companied by effigies of horses, attendants,
food on tables, &c., were burned with mueh
ceremony. The effigies were all made of sor-
ghum stalks, covered with silk and paper of
various colora, exhibiting much ingenuity and
having a very showy appearance. Be-
sides the goddesses and their at-
tendants in chairs, there were the mounted
attendants, a dozen pairs of banners and State
parasols, thirteen pavilions with food and
fruits, eighty-tour tables bearing clothing, nine
large boats (for ferriage over the Chinese Styx,
perhaps,) and 300 trays of various articles use-
ful to complete an ourfit in tho next world.
These numerous simulacra, costing, it is said,
several hundred thousand taels, werse all con-
signed to the flames, and translated, like Elijah,
in a chariot of fire to the region of spirits.

There seems to be no donbt that the expen-
sive offering was efficacious, for the Emperor i¥
reported to be convalescent.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



